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WHY THE BLACK PANTHERS
As people living in the Imperial Core, we wish to support

struggles in the periphery. The best way to do this is to

build the new power and break imperialism from within.

There have been many organisations that have

attempted this, but the Panthers have been the most

extensive. We wish to ignite interest in their struggle, we

want to learn from their successes and failures.



THE 10 POINT PROGRAMME
This 10 point programme was the broad goals of the Black
Panther Party (BPP). Around this programme, they organised
their political work. In order to bring about this new society. 

To be clear: they were doing it to empower the people to do it
too, they were working hand in hand with the masses, not
just for them.









POLITICAL PERSPECTIVE
The BPP’s political line was shifting greatly throughout the time they were active.

The root of all their thought was dialectical materialism. That is the philosophical approach which
sees all things as interrelated and as being in opposition yet in unity with each other. 

From this philosophical viewpoint, they started off as Black nationalists. They saw the Black nation
within the U.S. as a colonised nation that had the right to self-determination.

Initially, the BPP followed the Marxist-Leninist thesis on what a nation is: 
“A nation is a historically constituted, stable community of people, formed on the basis of a common

language, territory, economic life, and psychological make-up manifested in a common culture.”



INTERCOMMUNALISM 
A theoretical idea developed by Huey Newton. Rather than see nations as

split between colonised-coloniser, every country was rather an inter-

connected community. Everywhere was under U.S. economic control.

The U.S. was not seen as a nation, but rather as (literally) an empire.

 

Nations cannot exist under empire, therefore everything is defined by

communities. “A community is a small unit with a comprehensive

collection of institutions that exist to serve a small group of people.” This

situation is called intercommunalism, there are two types:

 Reactionary intercommunalism: Our current situation as everything is

linked together for the benefit of Amerikan capitalists

1.

 Revolutionary intercommunalism: Where every community is linked

together for the common good

2.



SERVING THE PEOPLE



Huey and Bobby studied CAP’s police
patrols and developed them to a higher
level. 

They did this to reach out to the most
oppressed masses that civil rights and
other orgs failed to reach.

Community protection extended to
institutions like schools. In one case, they
showed up at the request of a mother of
a student at a local school in Richmond
because the kids were being beaten. The
Panthers supported the parents in
stopping this.

POLICE 
PATROLS 

&
COMMUNITY 
PROTECTION

Panthers understood the police as an
invading army. Police, marines, national
guard are all expressions of the same
thing.



COMMUNITY PROGRAMMES

FREE BREAKFAST PROGRAMME
LIBERATION SCHOOLS

FREE HEALTH CLINICS

THE FREE FOOD DISTRIBUTION PROGRAMME

THE FREE CLOTHING PROGRAMME

FREE AMBULANCE PROGRAMME

CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTRES

THE FREE SHOE PROGRAMME

THE FREE BUSING TO PRISON PROGRAMME

THE SICKLE CELL ANEMIA RESEARCH FOUNDATION

FREE HOUSING COOPERATIVES

FREE PEST CONTROL PROGRAMME

FREE PLUMBING AND MAINTENANCE PROGRAMME

RENTER’S ASSISTANCE

LEGAL AID

THE SENIORS ESCORTS PROGRAMME



FREE BREAKFAST PROGRAMME

While children ate their meal, they were taught

liberation lessons consisting of party messages and

black history

Essentialy, helping the kids grow both physically and

intellectually!

Sometimes transported children from home, then to

the site, then to school

Also fed other members of the community, not just the

children

Even this program faced repression by the pigs, this is

because it is beyond simple charity



FREE HEALTH CLINICS
Part of the survival programs -  the free health

clinics dealt with urgent health issues of the

black community:

Efforts to combat drug addiction led by

former drug addicts

Sickle cell vaccinations given too

Offered their services to everyone, black and

nonblack

State repression against this too:

A free health clinic in Cleveland was severely

damaged by a dynamite explosion, which was

carried out by the FBI and US state

Police in Boston also fired fourteen shots at a

clinic



INTERNATIONALISM
The BPP were seen as the international
representative of the colonised Black nation
within the US, they were working hand in hand
with the international proletarian revolution. 



PIG REPRESSION

Hoover, the head of the FBI called the BBP (and
correctly so) “The greatest internal threat to the US”.

“They fed defamatory stories to the press. They
wiretapped Panther offices around the country. They

hired dozens of informats to infiltrate Panther chapters
[...] simply raided Panther establishments, guns

blazing.” (P5 BaE)



THE FILMS



NEWSREEL #19
 OFF THE PIG 
1969, 15 MIN, SAN FRANCISCO NEWSREEL 

Interviews with Party leaders Huey Newton and Eldridge Cleaver 
Revolves around the Free Huey Campaign

Features drawings by art worker Emory Douglas (BPP Minister of Culture)
First film to be produced by San Francisco Newsreel



THE MURDER OF FRED HAMPTON
1971, 88 MIN, THE FILM GROUP

Filmmakers intended to cover the rise of the Black Panther Party’s Illinois chapter, with a
focus on Fred Hampton

December 4, 1969:  Pigs raided Hampton’s apartment and murdered him
The Film Group worked to counter the media blackout on the assassination of Fred Hampton
Fred Hampton was a contender for the ‘Black Messiah’, a term used by the FBI designated at

Black leaders with widespread support (Malcom X, Huey Newton, MLK etc.)



GUIDING QUESTIONS
What lessons from the Black Panthers community work can we apply to

our own political work? 

What does it mean to be an ‘internationalist’ now? 

Learning from the Panthers, how do we defend ourselves against pig
brutality? 



SOLIDARITY BOOK EXCHANGE
Solidarity Book Exchange will be a monthly book exchange hosted at the Solidarity Screenings events to encourage
and facilitate the sharing of all manner of politically progressive & revolutionary texts.

Our main aims are to:
Increase peoples access to revolutionary texts
Reduce the impact of cost as a limiting factor people to access revolutionary texts
To work to build more community around the practice of reading

Starting at our next screening (5th of September) we will be bringing the collection of available books to the screenings
and anyone that wishes to will be encouraged to bring along a book to exchange for any of the books in the collection.
We would kindly ask that you try to bring books that fit with the theme of the book exchange. 

Due to the number of books already in our collection we will be unable to bring all of them each month but you will be
able to fill out a google form prior to each screening to request we bring any specific books you are interested in.



Huey! (1968, Sally Pugh)

Staggerlee: A Conversation with Black Panther Bobby
Seale (1970, Allen Willis, Francisco Newman)

Black Panthers (1968, Agnès Varda)

Judas and the Black Messiah (2021, Shaka King)

The Black Power Mixtape 1967-1975 (2011, Göran Olsson)

Now! (1965, Santiago Álvarez)
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